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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to test the differences between internet-
maps and paper maps regarding map use skills, such as locating names,
using the scale, and using the legend. In addition, the study tested the effect
of gender on performing these skills. Finally, the study attempted to identify
the characteristics of map users in computer and internet skills as well as
experience, and their preference to Internet maps.

A sample of (100) university students were randomly divided into two
equal groups according to the map type: internet or paper. Their reactions

and answers were recorded, and statistically analyzed.

The results showed a significant difference in the speed of cartographic
skill performance in favor of the paper maps. No significant difference was
shown between subjects according to their gender. As for the subjects
characteristics, the study showed a deficiency in their experience in the
skills of computer and internet use, especially cartographic skills, although
most of them favored internet maps rather than paper maps. However, the
internet has now become the principal means of disseminating maps.
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