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Abstract

The purpose of this study was o examine the map users' perception of the
meanings of colors which are employced in hypsometric maps. Tt also aimed at
examinning whether they used the map legend during the process of perception.

The study sample consisted of (187} college students. They were divided into
two random groups according to the two variables: 4 map with a Tegend and a map
without a legend. Subjects were asked to write the meanings of the map colors on a

special answer sheet.

The resuits revealed statistical differences in the perception ol colors according
to the color hues. Subjects were able to perceive the meanings of dark brown. Tight
brown, dark biue and light blue: bat they were not able to perccive the meanings of
vellow. green and dark green. Moreover, no statistical differences were found
between the meanings of colors in a map with a legend and those with a map without
a legend.
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