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Table 5.1 New developments in British local governance

Monetarist

Wide variety of service providers
Multiplicity of agencies of local

Financial regime

Organizational structure of
local governance

Keynesian

Centralized service delivery authorities
Pre-eminence of formal, elected local

government governance
Management Hierarchical Devolved

Centralized ‘Flat' hierarchies

Bureaucratic Performance driven
Local labour markets Regulated Deregulated

Dual labour market

Technologically dynamic
(information-based)

Capital intensive

Productivity increases possible

Segmented by skill

Labour process Technologically undeveloped

Labour intensive
Productivity increases difficult

Labour relations Collectivized Individualized
National bargaining Local and individual bargaining
Regulated ‘Flexible’

Form of consumption Universal Targeted

Individualized ‘contracts’

To meet statutory obligations
Constrained

Collective rights

To meet local needs
Expandable

Social democratic
Technocratic/managerialist

Nature of services provided

Ideology Neoliberal
Key discourse

Political forms

Entrepreneurial/enabling

Corporatist Neocorporatist (labour excluded)

Economic goals

Social goals

Source: After Geodwin and Painter (1996).

Promotion of full employment
Economic modernization based
on technical advance and
public investment

Progressive redistribution/social justice

Promotion of private profit
Economic modernization based
on low-wage, low-skill, ‘flexible’
economy

Privatized consumption/active
citizenry
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