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Figure 22.1 Geography as a collection of discrete objects littering an otherwise empty space:
populated places (points), roads (lines), and major water bodies (areas) in the Chicago area
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Figure 22.2 Geography as a series of layers, each describing the spatial variation of some
property or set of properties over the area of interest (after US Geological Survey).
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Figure 22.3 Thiessen polygons, defining the areas closest to each of the points in the diagram.
Such methods are often used to estimate the trade areas, territories, or hinterlands of competing
locations

Source: Longley et al. (2005)
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Figure 22.4 Screen shot of the Geospatial One Stop, a single point of access to geographic data
from a multitude of sources. The screen allows a researcher to search a catalog for data covering a
specified area, and also to specify theme, date, and other properties. Selected data will then be
retrieved from its stored location, which might be anywhere on the Web
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